Pre-Launching-cum-Awareness Programme of NAHEP-CAAST on
‘Standardization of Integrated Farming System Models for the State of
Jharkhand’

Validation and perfection of different IFS models and develop a "Knowledge Hub on
Integrated Farming System" at national level as an advance training centre to upgrade the
knowledge and skills of various stake holders.

Involvement of M.Sc. and Ph.D. students in higher education, advance technical trainings/
exposure visits at National and International Institutes for up-gradation of their knowledge and
skills in the area of research in various IFS models.

Scaling up the capacity building of the faculty for enhancing their research and teaching
capabilities to impart advanced knowledge to PG students in area of IFS and enabling them for
Agri - entrepreneurship.

To develop vibrant linkages with national/international/private organizations for sharing of
knowledge, promoting innovations and speeding up transfer of technology to end users.

About Event: Pre-Launching-cum-Awareness Programme of National Agricultural Higher
Education Project - Centre for Advanced Agricultural Science & Technology (NAHEP-
CAAST) Project on “Standardization of Integrated Farming System Models for the State of
Jharkhand” held on 16" November 2019 at Ranchi Agriculture College Auditorium of Birsa
Agricultural University, Ranchi. The Chief Guest was Dr. P. K. Ghosh, National Coordinator
(CAAST) NAHEP, ICAR, New Delhi. About 450 participants have participated including
faculties, PG students, KVK scientists, Govt. officials, NGOs, etc. The Principal Investigator,
Dr. M. S. Malik, had welcomed the chief guest, dignitaries on dias and participants; and
explained about the project ‘Standardization of Integrated Farming System Models for the State
of Jharkhand” which has been allotted to the Birsa Agricultural University, Ranchi with the
following objectives:

» Validation and perfection of different IFS models and to develop Centre of Excellence
on Integrated Farming System at national level as an advance training centre,

> Involvement of M.Sc. and Ph.D. students for higher education, exposure visit at
National and International Institutes for upgradation of their knowledge and skills,

» Capacity building of the faculty for enhancing their research and teaching capabilities
and enabling them for Agri- entrepreneurship, and

» To develop linkages with national, international and private organizations for sharing
of knowledge, promoting innovations and speeding up transfer of technology to the end
users.
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The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Dr. R. S. Kureel, congratulated the ICAR, New Delhi for
sanctioning this mega project of rupees 22.25 crore on IFS and efforts rendered by the Principal
Investigator, Dr. M. S. Malik, and other scientists of BAU for obtaining the project which is in
collaboration with the World Bank. Vice Chancellor also highlighted the importance of the
project for the farming community of Jharkhand which helps in upliftment of the socio-
economic condition as well as rural livelihood.

Chief Guest Dr. P. K. Ghosh, National Co-ordinator NAHEP-CAAST, ICAR has highlighted
about the National Agriculture Higher Education Project in India and its implementation to the
agricultural community through universities and involvement of M.Sc. and Ph.D. students in
higher education, advanced technical training, exposure visit at national institutes like Indian
Institute of Farming System Research (IIFSR), Modipuram; Indian Grassland and Fodder
Research Institute Jhansi; Central Institute of Fisheries Education, Mumbai; G. B. Pant
University of Agriculture and Technology, Pantnagar; IARI, New Delhi; Central Agroforestry
Research Institute, Jhansi; IVRI, Izatnagar; Tamil Nadu Agricultural Institute, Coimbatore; etc.
and international institutes like Michigan State University, USA; Cornell University, USA;
Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), Indonesia; IITA, Nigeria; World
Agroforestry Centre, Kenya; World Fish Centre, Malaysia; etc. Besides, it will also help in
capacity building of the faculty for enriching their research and teaching capabilities and
providing facilities for higher research including upgradation of the laboratories with advanced
technologies.

The chief guest also visited the existing farming system models of Agronomy and Agroforestry
departments at BAU campus and emphasized on advancement of the IFS models. Dr. Ghosh
also suggested the economic analysis of various models as well as reuse and recycling of by-
products and waste of each component in the IFS. Prof. Raghav Thakur (Chairman, Department
of Agronomy), Dr. S. K. Pal (Chief Scientist, Department of Agronomy), Dr. R. R. Upasani
(Chief Scientist, Department of Agronomy), Dr. Sheela Barla (Junior Scientist, Department of
Agronomy) and other scientists were present during the visit of both IFS models. He also
suggested to assist support to the projects running at various institutes of Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Bihar, North Eastern states, etc.
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Thereafter the office of NAHEP-CAAST on IFS was inaugurated by the chief guest National
Coordinator Dr. P. K. Ghosh, in the building of Faculty of Forestry upper floor of the annexe
building. During inauguration Registrar N. Kudada, faculty members and PG students were
present.

Thereafter a meeting with Vice- Chancellor, Comptroller, PI and Co-PI was held and the
National coordinator Dr. P. K. Ghosh highlighted about implementation, procurement process,
delegation of power to the Principal Investigator, NAHEP financial manual and also suggested
cooperation of the national director NAHEP and PIU units New Delhi for smooth functioning
of the project.
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